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                                BERGLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING RULES

Public Comments:
· 3 minutes for each person, if representing a group more time will be allowed.
· State your name and address.
· No personal attacks on the board or any member will be allowed.

Reasonable Rules - Broadcasting of the meeting:   Per PA-1 2026
· We ask only live Broadcasting be recorded. (Prevents edits and Tampering)
· Must be set up in back of room, so not to disrupt the Public.
· After Public comments close the following apply.
· No comments may be made by the Video Maker
· No statements of what the video taker believes the law is on any issue.
· No opinion or commentary may be made or recorded.
· No special arrangements may be made to facilitate the recording.
· No re-arrangement or having a person move to accommodate the recorder.
Preventing Tampering and Editing
· Official Record Retention: The board should ensure they maintain their own official, unaltered, and properly archived recording of the meeting, which serves as the definitive record.
· Secure Technology: Use specialized, secure livestreaming platforms that allow for direct, unedited streaming to the public website, avoiding the need for later, editable uploads.
· Legal Protections: Under Michigan law, it is a felony to willfully and maliciously disrupt, cut, or interfere with an authorized communication or electronic medium. 
Can They Require Only Live Broadcasting?
· No Prohibition on Public Recording: The Open Meetings Act (OMA) specifically allows the public to record, videotape, and broadcast meetings.
· Reasonable Rules Allowed: While the public has a right to record, boards may establish reasonable rules to minimize disruption, such as requiring cameras to stay in a fixed location or prohibiting extra lighting.
In Michigan, boards can prevent tampering with broadcasted meetings by utilizing secure, dedicated streaming platforms, prohibiting third-party tampering under MCL 750.540
· Livestream vs. Recording: While a board can choose to only provide a live stream themselves, they cannot stop a member of the public from recording that stream or the live meeting for later editing, provided it does not disrupt the meeting

